
creative on her own terms
Columbia filmmaker Mahkia Greene balances her own creative work with teaching others to walk       

in her footsteps. 
By Melaney Mottsey

Greene unwinds after a day at Indie Grits Labs by playing Red Dead Redemption on her X-Box at her home. 

At Indie Grits Film Festival 2019, Mahkia Greene worked around the clock in her role as part of the film festival team. Here Greene films The Fist and Spoon Fair, a festival event at the Columbia Museum of Art. The footage 
will be used for Indie Grits and as teaching material for her students to edit. 

Between events, Greene grabs a selfie with a performer known as ToyBox after his show at the 2019 Indie Grits Festival. ToyBox is known for his theater and puppetry work.

Mahkia Greene, 24, is a standout among Columbia’s burgeoning 
community of young artists. By day she is Media Education Instructor 
at Indie Grits Labs, an extension of Indie Grits Film Festival. In that 
capacity, she helps film the Indie Grits Festival, run the festival film 

team, curates for the Nickelodeon’s ‘Out Here’ series as well as 
teaching filmmaking to teens. Two of her long-term projects are a 
StoryLab film and art class she teaches at Lower Richland High 

School to engage students in their community and 
TakeBreakMake, an after-school film program at Indie Grits Labs for 

local LGBTQ+ teens in the Midlands. In her spare time, she 
enjoys playing video games. Greene received the Two Cities Indie 

Grits Fellowship, The Rural Project Indie Grits Fellowship, member 
of the Obama Foundation Community Leadership Corps, and the 
current artist in residence at Lower Richland County High School. 

She also was the documentarian for WREN’s ‘Seen and Heard’ 
photovoice project. Greene’s future plans are to stay in the arts and 

continue to create. She is currently working on a short film 
documenting her students’ experience in Lower Richland StoryLab. 

Her students’ work will be on exhibit throughout the summer.

Greene takes a break in her day by stopping by Cool Beans for a drink and to check her phone during a quiet moment in an other wise busy work and teaching day. 

Greene reviews the work of Areana Scott, a Richland 2 student. The students in the TakeBreakMake afterschool film program for teens focus on deconstructing a 
Barbie doll to make a film about industry beauty standards.

“I want to create a space for 
young people to feel free to 

express themselves 
creatively.”
-Mahkia Greene


